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Learn Russian the fun way as part of a team

The Germany wide competition once again returns to the Veltins-Arena to celebrate its 5th anniversary in 2012.

Anyone in Russia who gets a 5 (the highest academic grade), is doing really well. Everyone who has a little know-
ledge of Russian or who has ever tried to learn the language knows this. So do more than 5,400 school children 
from all over Germany who participated in last year’s competition ‘Learning Russian the fun way’. This year the 
competition celebrates its 5th anniversary. It’s a reason to be proud, just like the students in Moscow who achieve a 
5 should be proud.

Five years of competition; that’s more than 20,000 school children from 16 German states. The stu-
dents have played in more than 1,000 school rounds of the competition in total, studying vocabulary 
and hoping for some good luck when throwing the dice. Only those who work together as a team have 
the chance to make it further in the competition. Everyone taking part in the ‘Learn Russian the fun 
way’ language tournament wins something, be it a couple of new Russian words, new friends, tickets to a 
German league football match at the Veltins-Arena or even a trip to Moscow.

The motivation behind the language completion, which has been taking place since 2008 and has been 
organised by the German-Russian Forum, remains the same.  “We wanted young people to be curious 
about Russian’ says Martin Hoffman, Managing Director of the German-Russian Forum.

An important aspect of the competition is the integration of three key groups: young people who have 
come to Germany with Russian as their mother tongue, students who are learning Russian at school and 
those who have practically no experience of Russian at all. “It’s like Football, the players all come from 
different cultural backgrounds, but they all want to play football together and win. Team spirit, concen-
tration and ability all bond the team together” says Alexander Jobst from the board of German football 
club FC Schalke 04, who has already invited the final to take place in the team’s stadium in Gelsenkir-
chen. 

Gazprom Germania has been the main sponsor since the start of the tournament. “Our business is cha-
racterised by a long term approach, which is how we view the competition” explains Svenja Schachten 
from the energy company’s marketing department. “Youth promotion is an important part of the spon-
sorship for Gazprom, and we’d like to continue building German-Russian links with young people”.

The competition is open to all schools and students in middle and high school. Teachers can register 
teams to take part up until the 30th April. Further information can be found on the internet at www.
spielendrussisch.de You can also visit the Facebook page www.facebook.com/spielendrussisch where you 
can find event announcements, games and photos.

Cooperation partners for the project are the Foundation for the German Russian Youth Exchange, the Goethe 
Institute Russia, the German Federation for Russian Language Teachers and the Professional Association for 
Russian and Multilingualism. In addition to main sponsors Gazprom Germania, the competition is also being 
sponsored by Wintershall Holding, the Russkij Mir Foundation, the educational publisher Cornelsen-Vorlag, 
FC Schalke 04 and Lernidee Trains and Cruises.
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